Jesus, the Creator Who Came as Life and Light
John 1:1–5
From this week, I will begin preaching on the Gospel of John. The Gospel of John is a little different from the other three Gospels.
Matthew wrote for the Jewish people. He shows that Jesus is the promised Messiah in the Old Testament and the King of kings. Mark wrote for the Romans, so he focused on the great power of Jesus. Luke wrote for the Greeks and other Gentiles, and he showed Jesus as the Son of Man full of love.
But John strongly shows that Jesus is the Son of God, stressing His divinity. That is why John leaves out most of the stories already in the other three Gospels. Instead, he carefully chose seven miracles. Through each miracle, John shows that Jesus is the Messiah, Son of God.
John followed Jesus from the beginning of His ministry in Galilee with his brother James. They were called “the sons of thunder” because they were hot-tempered. When people in Samaria rejected Jesus, John even asked, “Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to destroy them?” (Luke 9:51–54). But John later changed and became the Apostle of Love. He often called himself “the disciple Jesus loved.” In the Gospel of John, his letters, and Revelation, the word “love” appears about 80 times. While other disciples ran away, John stayed near the cross until the end. He also personally saw the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.
The purpose of the Gospel of John is clearly explained in John 20:31:
“But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
In other words, John wrote this so that we may know and believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and by believing, receive eternal life. My prayer is that, through this Gospel of John, we may all meet Jesus, the Son of God, and enjoy the joy of eternal life in our own lives.
1) Three Attributes of Jesus
Look at verse 1:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
The “Word” here is not just like God’s spoken words in the Old Testament through prophets or servants. In Greek, the word Logos (Word) was used for the principle of reason, order, and the power behind creation. But John says this Logos is not an idea—it is a person, Jesus. Jesus, the Word, came to this world as a human being. That is why verse 2 calls the Word not “it” but “He.”
Let’s look more closely at verse 1 again:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
This verse teaches us three things about Jesus.
a) “In the beginning was the Word.”
This means Jesus already existed from the very beginning. He was not created. He has always been there—He is eternal and Creator God
Verse 3 says:
“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
Everything was created through Jesus. Nothing exists that was not made by Him. John uses both positive and negative statements to stress that everything was made by Jesus.
John knew Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
Now he explains that the Creator God came into this world in human form. That is why verse 14 says: “The Word became flesh and lived among us.”
John lived with Jesus as His disciple for three and a half years. He saw Jesus with his eyes, touched Him with his hands (1 John 1:1), and later understood that Jesus was not just a man—He was God Himself. John saw Jesus’ resurrection and ascension and knew for certain that He was the Son of God, the Messiah.
So John is saying: the eternal God who was there in the beginning came to this world. The Creator lived with us as a man. This is a great miracle! Jesus is 100% God and 100% man at the same time (Hebrews 2:14; Colossians 2:9). He came to live with us, to take away our sins, and to give us eternal life.
Jesus is our Creator. That means He understands our pain, weakness, and sorrow better than anyone else. He has compassion on us and helps us. Since Jesus is the Creator, He is also the Lord of my life, the Lord of my family, and the Lord of everything.
Our lives are valuable because we were created with His plan and purpose. When we understand this and live according to His purpose, that is when our lives become truly meaningful and joyful.
b) “The Word was with God.”
Jesus was with God from the very beginning. He shared glory with the Father before creation (John 17:5). He is co-existent with God but also distinct from God. This shows us the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Some groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses, Shincheonji, or Mormons deny this, but the Bible clearly says Jesus and God are together yet distinct.
From the beginning, Jesus (the Word) was with God.
We also see the Trinity clearly in Mark 1:9–11 at Jesus’ baptism.
9. At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."

9. 그 때에 예수께서 갈릴리 나사렛으로부터 와서 요단 강에서 요한에게 세례를 받으시고
10. 곧 물에서 올라오실새 하늘이 갈라짐과 성령이 비둘기 같이 자기에게 내려오심을 보시더니
11. 하늘로부터 소리가 나기를 너는 내 사랑하는 아들이라 내가 너를 기뻐하노라 하시니라

c) “The Word was God” means that the Word is truly God Himself.
This shows that Jesus is the source of all things. The Word—Jesus—is God. And He is the perfect and complete way God has revealed Himself to us. (He is the exact representation of God, Heb1:3)
So when Thomas asked Jesus to show them the Father, Jesus answered:
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” 나를 본 자는 아버지를 보았거늘 어찌하여 아버지를 보이라 하느냐(John 14:9)
2) Jesus, the Life and the Light
Verse 4 says: “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”
It says that in Him there is life. This life (zoe) means true happiness, eternal joy, real satisfaction, everlasting life, and a life full of energy. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Jesus also said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). He came to give us this overflowing life. In Him is life. This means He came to give us this zoe life.
But many people do not know this. Instead, they chase what the world calls fun or valuable. Yet in the end, those things do not bring true life. They may seem to give happiness for a while, but eventually people find they do not. Many even think that following Jesus means losing something, so they choose what looks enjoyable and useful right away. People spend their time and energy chasing what the world promises, but that is walking in darkness. In the end, they find themselves enslaved by those things.
In Him was life. Outside of Jesus, there is no true happiness. Only in Jesus can we find real life and joy.
When we follow Jesus, we will experience overflowing joy in life that we never knew before. As we deny our selfish desires, spend time with the Lord, and meditate on His Word (Haggadah), we experience His blessings. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
True happiness comes when we receive and follow Jesus. To follow Him means obeying Him: if He says to do something, we do it; if He says not to do something, we don’t. When He says, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,” it means we begin each day with prayer and meditation on His Word, asking Him about the day, and living as He leads.
When worries and anxieties come, the Bible says:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God” (Philippians 4:6). Cast all your anxieties on him because he cares for you (1Pet5:7)
At one time, I thought I would be happy if I had money and a good wife. So I looked at people by worldly standards: Can this person understand my family? Would she oppose me helping my sick brother? Because of this, I wanted someone who could earn a lot of money. But when money was my standard, it became very hard to meet the right person.
I often felt loneliness and emptiness. I enjoyed spending time with friends, but when I returned home, I felt even more empty. Because I did not know the purpose of life, I felt empty. But when I realized that I am God’s creation and exist to live for the Lord’s glory, that emptiness disappeared. Looking at Australian society today, people may have enough money to live, yet money dominates most conversations. The world keeps saying money brings happiness. But the Bible says:
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10).
But Jesus’ food was something else. In John 4:34, Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”
Doing God’s work is what makes life truly joyful and meaningful. Even when Jesus was tired, hungry, and thirsty, He shared the word of God with the Samaritan woman. At that moment He said His food was to do God’s work.
The more I live, the more I realize this is true. When I prepare God’s Word and share it with people, the joy is so great. Serving mokjang, praying for VIPs, or doing intercessory prayer also brings deep joy.
Now I do not worry much about material things. If I don’t have much, I can simply eat one meal a day. When I witness for Jesus, He Himself feeds and clothes me. And when the time comes, He will take me to His kingdom.
The second half of verse 4 says that this life was the light of men. Light means something that shines outward. Just as Moses’ face shone when he came down from Mount Sinai after meeting God, those who live close to Jesus, the source of life, shine with His light.
When we follow Jesus, the light of life, we will truly be happy and not fall into darkness.
Verse 5
“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”
Here, understand can be interpreted as comprehend or overcome. Just as even the darkest night disappears when the morning sun rises, light always drives away darkness. Darkness can never overcome the light. In the same way, when we bring the darkness within us to Jesus, the Light, it will be driven out. Addictions may seem strong, but when we come to Jesus, meditate on His Word (do Haggadah), and pray, those things will naturally leave us.
The root of darkness here is sin and death—separation from God. The light shines in the darkness, so why do some still remain in darkness? It is because their hearts are closed. Even if the sun rises high in the sky, a room will remain dark if the curtains are closed.
But when we open the curtains, the sunlight comes into the room. Likewise, we must open our closed hearts so that Jesus, the Light of life, can shine on us. There is a saying, “Old habits die hard.” Our values, prejudices, thought patterns, and wounds of the heart can act like curtains blocking the light. But as we meditate on God’s Word (Haggadah), when we see something different from our own thoughts and values, if we continue to reflect on it (Haggadah) and pray, the Lord will help us to change our values and thoughts. The powerful light of His life will drive out the darkness within us.
Let us open our hearts. Let us open the hearts that have been closed by habits, prejudices, and wounds. In our mokjangs, let us honestly share our failures and bring our darkness into the light. When we fight together in unity, we will overcome. Jesus, the Light, destroys all darkness. As much as we open our closed doors, God’s light will shine on us.
Application
Jesus is the Creator God, yet He became flesh and now lives with us. He is the one who created the whole universe and who created me. He is the Lord of my life. He knows all my pain and problems and desires so he can help us. That is why He came to this world. This Lord can recreate and renew our inner being. Let us open our hearts to Him.
Our true happiness is found only in Jesus. As we meditate on His Word (Haggadah), our wrong values and prejudices will fall away, and the light of His Word will shine on us. In our mokjang, when we also lay down the curtains of our hearts and come to the Lord, the Holy Spirit who is with us will work within us as the light of life, driving out all darkness.

